
 

 

 

        

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrollment and Relocation Guide 2026 

 
  



2 

 

Contents 
Enrollment and Relocation Guide ..................................................................................................4 

The Graduate School of Economics, Finance, and Management ......................................................4 

Who is who at the GSEFM..............................................................................................................4 

Chairman of the Board .......................................................................................................4 

GSEFM Board Members......................................................................................................5 

Program Directors ..............................................................................................................6 

Office of Academic Records ................................................................................................7 

GSEFM Office .....................................................................................................................7 

Office of Finance ................................................................................................................7 

How to Enroll at Goethe University ................................................................................................8 

Enrollment and Payment of Semester Fees ..........................................................................8 

Goethe Card (student ID card) ............................................................................................8 

HRZ Account ......................................................................................................................9 

Deutsche Bahn Bike Rental System......................................................................................9 

University facilities ........................................................................................................... 10 

Orientation and guidance ................................................................................................. 10 

First year courses and schedules ....................................................................................... 10 

Preparing and Implementing your Relocation .............................................................................. 11 

You are about to start an intellectual and intercultural ride ................................................ 11 

Accommodation............................................................................................................... 11 

Upon Arrival: Register your Place of Residence .................................................................. 12 

Next Step: Apply for your Residence Permit....................................................................... 12 

Health Insurance .............................................................................................................. 13 

Bank Accounts ................................................................................................................. 13 

Information on employment........................................................................................................ 13 

Internal Job Market .......................................................................................................... 14 

Goethe University ....................................................................................................................... 14 

Bockenheim..................................................................................................................... 15 

Riedberg .......................................................................................................................... 15 

Niederrad ........................................................................................................................ 15 

Westend.......................................................................................................................... 15 

Frankfurt..................................................................................................................................... 17 

The City ........................................................................................................................... 17 



3 
 

Public Transportation ....................................................................................................... 20 

Culture and Sports....................................................................................................................... 22 

Contacts: Student Life and Safety Matters.................................................................................... 23 

 

  



4 

Enrollment and Relocation Guide 
This guide will provide you with the necessary tools that will make you self-sufficient in your student 
life. Given our limited resources, we have worked closely with other units at Goethe University, as well 
as Frankfurt’s city authorities and officials, to edit this guide with the purpose of facilitating your 
relocation and adaptation to the GSEFM, Goethe University, and the Rhine-Main region. 
 

The Graduate School of Economics, Finance, and Management 
The Graduate School of Economics, Finance, and Management (GSEFM) – based in the House of 
Finance at Goethe University Frankfurt – constitutes an alliance between Goethe University Frankfurt, 
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, and Technische Universität Darmstadt. Operating in 
Continental Europe's primary center for financial markets and central banking, GSEFM aims to realize 
the three universities' joint vision to establish a premier European center for quantitative and 
research-oriented graduate-level education in economics, finance, marketing, and management. 

The alliance between the Goethe University Frankfurt, the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, and 
the Darmstadt University of Technology enables the GSEFM to offer students the teaching and 
research expertise of a faculty body with outstanding credentials. The almost 70 professors from the 
three partner universities have previously held appointments inter alia at Harvard University, the 
University of Pennsylvania, the London School of Economics, the University of Maryland, Universitat 
Pompeu Fabra, INSEAD, the University of Toulouse, the University of Zurich, the Federal Reserve Board, 
the Bank for International Settlements, and the European Central Bank. 

 

Who is who at the GSEFM 
The central source of information on faculty is the comprehensive list on the GSEFM website. Detailed 
information on the respective professors’ office hours, teaching, and research areas is available via the 
individual links. Your academic advisor in the first year of studies is the respective Program Director. 

 

Chairman of the Board 

 

Professor Michael Binder, Ph.D. 
 
Goethe University Frankfurt 
House of Finance (HoF) 
Room 3.50 
 
email:  mbinder@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de 
website:  http://www.wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de/profs/binder 
telephone: +49 (0)69 798 33806 

 

 

 

 

http://gsefm.eu/faculty.html
mailto:mbinder@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de
http://www.wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de/profs/binder
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GSEFM Board Members 

 

Professor Dr. Guido Friebel 
 
Goethe University Frankfurt 
Rechts- und Wirtschaftswissenschaften (RuW) 
Room 4.224 
 
email:  gfriebel@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de 
website:  https://www.old.wiwi.uni-
frankfurt.de/abteilungen/mm/professuren/professur-friebel/team/prof-guido-friebel-
phd.html  
telephone: +49 (0)69 798 34826 

 

Professor Dr. Volker Nitsch  
 
Technische Universität Darmstadt 
Bleichstrasse 2 
Room S4|13 307 
 
email:  nitsch@vwl.tu-darmstadt.de 
website:  https://www.vwl2.wi.tu-
darmstadt.de/fachgebiete_9/team_12/prof___dr___volker_nitsch/index.en.jsp 
telephone: +49 (0)6151 16 57261 

 

 

Professor Loriana Pelizzon, Ph.D. 
 
Leibniz Institute for Financial Research SAFE 
Theodor-W.-Adorno-Platz 3 
Room HoF 1.10 
 
email:  pelizzon@safe-frankfurt.de  
website:  https://safe-frankfurt.de/research/researchers/researchers-
details/showauthor/82-pelizzon.html 
telephone: +49 (0)69 798 30064 
 

 

 

Professor Dr. Klaus Wälde 
 
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 
Jakob Welder-Weg 4 
Room 01-111 
 
email:  waelde@uni-mainz.de  
website:  https://www.macro.economics.uni-mainz.de/klaus-waelde/ 
telephone: +49 (0)6131 39 20143 
 

mailto:gfriebel@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de
https://www.old.wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de/abteilungen/mm/professuren/professur-friebel/team/prof-guido-friebel-phd.html
https://www.old.wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de/abteilungen/mm/professuren/professur-friebel/team/prof-guido-friebel-phd.html
https://www.old.wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de/abteilungen/mm/professuren/professur-friebel/team/prof-guido-friebel-phd.html
mailto:nitsch@vwl.tu-darmstadt.de
https://www.vwl2.wi.tu-darmstadt.de/fachgebiete_9/team_12/prof___dr___volker_nitsch/index.en.jsp
https://www.vwl2.wi.tu-darmstadt.de/fachgebiete_9/team_12/prof___dr___volker_nitsch/index.en.jsp
mailto:pelizzon@safe-frankfurt.de
https://safe-frankfurt.de/research/researchers/researchers-details/showauthor/82-pelizzon.html
https://safe-frankfurt.de/research/researchers/researchers-details/showauthor/82-pelizzon.html
mailto:waelde@uni-mainz.de
https://www.macro.economics.uni-mainz.de/klaus-waelde/
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Program Directors 

 

Professor Dr. Anna Rohlfing-Bastian 
Accounting  
 
Goethe University Frankfurt 
Rechts- und Wirtschaftswissenschaften (RuW) 
Room 3.235 
 
email:  rohlfing-bastian@econ.uni-frankfurt.de 
website:  https://www.accounting.uni-frankfurt.de/professoren/professur-
rohlfing-bastian/team/prof-dr-anna-rohlfing-bastian.html 
telephone: +49 (69) 798-34852 
 

 

 

Professor Daniel Gutknecht, Ph.D. 
Economics  
 
Goethe University Frankfurt 
Rechts- und Wirtschaftswissenschaften (RuW) 
Room 3.211 
 
email:  gutknecht@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de 
website:  https://www.old.wiwi.uni-
frankfurt.de/abteilungen/eq/professoren/ls-gutknecht/home.html  
telephone: +49 (0)69 798 34766 
 

 

 

Professor Dr. Holger Kraft 
Finance 
 
Goethe University Frankfurt  
House of Finance 
Room 2.53 
 
email:  assetpricing@finance.uni-frankfurt.de 
website:  https://www.wiwi.uni-
frankfurt.de/en/departments/finance/lehrstuhl/prof-dr-holger-kraft/team/prof-dr-
holger-kraft.html 
telephone: +49 (0)69 798 33700 
 

 

 

Professor Simone Wies, Ph.D. 
Marketing 
 
Goethe University Frankfurt 
Rechts- und Wirtschaftswissenschaften (RuW) 
Room 1.223 
 
email:  wies@econ.uni-frankfurt.de 
website:  https://www.marketing.uni-
frankfurt.de/en/professoren/professor-wies/prof-simone-wies-phd.html 
telephone: +49 (0)69 798 34713 
 

mailto:rohlfing-bastian@econ.uni-frankfurt.de
https://www.accounting.uni-frankfurt.de/professoren/professur-rohlfing-bastian/team/prof-dr-anna-rohlfing-bastian.html
https://www.accounting.uni-frankfurt.de/professoren/professur-rohlfing-bastian/team/prof-dr-anna-rohlfing-bastian.html
mailto:gutknecht@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de
https://www.old.wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de/abteilungen/eq/professoren/ls-gutknecht/home.html
https://www.old.wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de/abteilungen/eq/professoren/ls-gutknecht/home.html
mailto:assetpricing@finance.uni-frankfurt.de
https://www.wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de/en/departments/finance/lehrstuhl/prof-dr-holger-kraft/team/prof-dr-holger-kraft.html
https://www.wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de/en/departments/finance/lehrstuhl/prof-dr-holger-kraft/team/prof-dr-holger-kraft.html
https://www.wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de/en/departments/finance/lehrstuhl/prof-dr-holger-kraft/team/prof-dr-holger-kraft.html
mailto:wies@econ.uni-frankfurt.de
https://www.marketing.uni-frankfurt.de/en/professoren/professor-wies/prof-simone-wies-phd.html
https://www.marketing.uni-frankfurt.de/en/professoren/professor-wies/prof-simone-wies-phd.html
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Office of Academic Records 
Goethe University Frankfurt 
House of Finance (HoF) 
Room 4.16 
email: gsefm.academicrecords@its.uni-frankfurt.de 

Fadila Madougou  
email:  madougou@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de 
telephone: +49 (0)69 798 33803 

 

 

GSEFM Office 
Goethe University Frankfurt 
House of Finance (HoF) 
Room 4.14 
email: gsefm.office@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de 

Claudia Rixecker – Managing Director 
email:  rixecker@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de 
telephone: +49 (0)69 798 33638 

 

Office of Finance 
Goethe University Frankfurt 
House of Finance (HoF) 
Room 3.48 

Michaela Uhrhan 
email:  uhrhan@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de  
telephone: +49 (0)69 798 33806 

 
  

mailto:gsefm.academicrecords@its.uni-frankfurt.de
mailto:madougou@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de
mailto:gsefm.office@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de
mailto:rixecker@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de
mailto:uhrhan@wiwi.uni-frankfurt.de
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How to Enroll at Goethe University 

Enrollment and Payment of Semester Fees 
The semester fee is currently €390.28. It comprises several small fees that cover, for instance, the 
public transportation ticket throughout Germany (high-speed trains not included), and payments to 
the student’s relieve emergency found, the student’s association (AStA), and the group of offices and 
institutions that provide services to students such as housing, restaurants and cultural activities 
(Studentenwerk). 

Depending on the timeline set by the moment of the admissions period in which you were admitted, 
you will be informed between June and August by the Student Services office about how to complete 
your enrollment, and within which deadlines you must pay your first semester fee. During the rest of 
your studies you must pay it within the general deadlines established annually by Goethe University 
(in January for the summer semester and July for the winter semester). 

Please not that if you fail to transfer the semester fee within the first deadline you will have to pay an 
additional fee of 30€. 

Goethe Card (student ID card) 
If you have submitted a certified copy of your bachelor’s degree, proof of health insurance, residence 
confirmation and paid the semester fee, you can pick up your student ID known as “Goethe Card” at 
the Service Point of the Studien-Service-Center on the ground floor of the PEG building (see the campus 
map in one of the following sections of this guide), or will receive it by mail. After that, you must 
validate it in one of the machines located on the ground floor of most of the buildings located on the 
Campus Westend. The validation process will activate your card and print the public transportation 
ticket on it. You must repeat that step at the beginning of each semester. 

 

Goethe Cards are not transferable, so you should not allow anybody to use yours for any purpose. 
Every student must keep their Goethe Card while in the program and is responsible for the 
consequences of its misuse. Alteration or falsification of Goethe Cards is subject to disciplinary action.  

Your Goethe Card has the following functions:  
 

Identification: It identifies you as a Goethe University student. Various cultural activities 
and institutions (such as the opera house and the city’s theater compley) 
offer discounts for students. “Palmengarten”, a botanical garden just across 
the park adjacent to campus Westend, even grants free entrance to all 
holders of a student Goethe Card. 

https://www.uni-frankfurt.de/92642720/Semestertermine
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Semesterticket 
(Deutschlandticket): 

It serves as a ticket for public transportation in Germany. Please note that if 
you use the public transportation system without valid proof and are subject 
to a control, you will have to pay a fine of 60€ or at least 7€ when showing 
your ticket within 7 days at the offices of the public transportation company. 

Kulturticket It grants you free entrance to twenty museums all around Frankfurt.  
Payment: You can use it as a payment method at all canteens and cafeterias on 

campus, or on the copy machines located all around the campus. Across all 
university campuses you will find machines that will enable you to transfer 
money from your bank account to the Goethe Card. 

Key: You can use it to close and open lockers distributed all around the campus, 
and to access some spaces on campus Westend, such as the library in the 
House of Finance and GSEFM study rooms on the fourth floor of the same 
building. All students can access the building and the fourth floor study 
rooms on a 24/7 basis. 

HRZ Account 
Every student at the GSEFM receives an HRZ-account upon completed registration at the Goethe 
University. HRZ stands for “Hochschulrechenzentrum” and can basically be considered as the central 
IT-administration of the university. This account serves as log-in for the computers on campus. Please 
note that access to the computers in the House of Finance (HoF) comes from a different source 
described further down.  

The HRZ-account also serves as your access to the wireless internet connection found on all campuses. 
Please make sure that you save your log-in data as soon as you receive them. 

Along with this account comes an email address that will consist of your user name and the suffix 
@stud.uni-frankfurt.de. That username will be composed of a letter and several digits, so it could make 
sense to create an alias using the function available on the email management site. To make sure that 
you don’t miss any emails, you can set up a forward-rule that will automatically redirect them to your 
desired email address.  

Your HRZ-account is also your log-in for the QIS/LSF system, which is the university’s official 
administration platform containing personal information (like enrollment confirmations) and 
information on payments made related to the Goethe Card or your semester fees. Some of these 
functions can only be accessed by entering an iTAN (indexed transaction number) from a list provided 
by the university after your enrollment has been completed. 

Please take into account that in some cases you might need to request specific documents needed for 
your residence permit application and other issues to the GSEFM Academic Records or GSEFM Office. 
Please contact the GSEFM team if you are not sure about how to obtain the document you need. 

Deutsche Bahn Bike Rental System 
Register on Call a bike using your Goethe University email. After that you can log-in on the Call a bike 
app and use the system’s bikes for free all around Germany (60 minutes per ride). Please note that if 
you exceed the 60-minute period you will need to pay a small fee. You will be also charged for not 
returning  bikes at designated Call a bike stations. More info on how to register as a student can be 
found here. 

https://asta-frankfurt.de/angebote/kultur-mobilitaet/semesterticket
https://asta-frankfurt.de/angebote/kultur-mobilitaet/kulturticket
https://www.callabike.de/en/register
https://asta-frankfurt.de/angebote/kultur-mobilitaet/campus-rad
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University facilities 
GSEFM students have 24/7 access to exclusive study rooms located on the fourth floor of the House 
of Finance. During your first weeks of studies we will send you an electronic form so you can provide 
us with the information necessary to activate your access permits to these rooms. 

Orientation and guidance 
GSEFM Academic Records and GSEFM Office will offer two orientation sessions that will be part of the 
pre-semester program. You will receive all necessary information about them with the pre-semester 
program’s schedule a few weeks before the beginning of your studies.  

First year courses and schedules 
Course lists and schedules are available on the website of Goethe University by the end of June 2026.  

https://qis.server.uni-frankfurt.de/qisserver/rds?state=change&type=6&moduleParameter=semesterSelect&nextdir=change&next=SearchSelect.vm&subdir=applications&targettype=7&targetstate=change&getglobal=semester
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Preparing and Implementing your Relocation 

You are about to start an intellectual and intercultural ride 
Soon you will become a member of a multicultural, transdisciplinary team that values diversity, 
plurality, respect and cooperation, so prepare to behave accordingly. Step out of ethnic, national or 
political conflicts that not only are ripping the world appart but also constitute obstacles to personal 
and scientific development. At the GSEFM, Goethe University and in the Rhine Main area you will find 
human beings with diverse ethnic backgrounds and religious, political and sexual orientations. 
Therefore, it will make sense to be ready to learn from them and refrain from reproducing the 
atmosphere of hatred that some people are spreading all around the world lately.  

You will notice since the early stages of your life at the GSEFM that you will have to cooperate a great 
deal with other students – jointly solving problem sets, studying for tests and teaming up for 
examination preparation. Treat each other with dignity, benefit from the rich range of different 
opinions, overcome your discomfort with unfamiliarity, be curious to understand, and be ready to 
adapt or change taking responsibility for your learning and growing rich in your experiences. 

We believe in you and support you. 

Accommodation  
Accommodation can be hard to find in Frankfurt. We have collected a few leads for those of you who 
have just arrived, need temporary lodgings or a place to settle. Please note that the GSEFM cannot 
vouch for quality or conditions of the accommodations listed. We will help as much as possible but 
urge you to take the initiative and actively engage in finding a place just right for your budget, interests, 
and priorities. Take into account that there are a lot of scammers around on the internet. Proceed 
carefully and avoid making advanced payments via Western Union or other transfer services. 

Short term accommodation  
For the first few days in Frankfurt the local youth hostel  “Haus der Jugend” (located along Frankfurt’s Main river) 
is a good and cost-effective choice. 
Haus der Jugend  
Deutschherrnufer 12 
60594 Frankfurt 
www.jugendherberge-frankfurt.de 

HomeCompany Mitwohnzentrale 
Sandweg 63 
60316 Frankfurt 
http://frankfurt.homecompany.de 

We Rooms 
Diverse locations 
Frankfurt 
https://we-rooms.com/  

Other options  
If a private apartment is most appealing to you, there are various websites that list individual apartments/rooms 
for rent, and are particularly geared towards students. 
Shared flats 
 
http://www.wg-gesucht.de/ 
 

Some websites used by individual 
landlords  
www.immobilienscout24.de 
 
www.immowelt.de 
 
http://www.immonet.de 
 

Furnished studios 
 
https://www.habyt.com/ 
 
https://neonwood.com/ 
 
https://we-rooms.com/ 
 

Student dorms 
For most single students in Germany, a dormitory is the most convenient, economical and advantageous place 
to live. Waitlists usually are long. Options include the following:  

http://www.jugendherberge-frankfurt.de/
http://frankfurt.homecompany.de/
https://we-rooms.com/
http://www.wg-gesucht.de/
http://www.immobilienscout24.de/
http://www.immowelt.de/
http://www.immonet.de/hessen/frankfurt-am-main-wohnung-mieten.html
https://www.habyt.com/
https://neonwood.com/
https://we-rooms.com/
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Studierendenwerk  
 
Diverse locations 
 
https://www.swffm.de/en/accommod
ation/general-information 
 
Available only for first-year GSEFM 
Ph.D. students up to 29 years old. 

Catholic Dormitory 
 
Alfred-Delp-House 
Siolistr. 7 (Campus Westend) 
60325 Frankfurt 
 
Friedrich-Dessauer-House  
Friedrich-Wilhelm-v-Steuben-Str. 
90 
60488 Frankfurt am Main 
 
www.bauverein-frankfurt.de  
 
 

Protestant  Dormitory  
 
Susanna von Klettenberg-Haus  
Siolistr. 7 (Campus Westend) 
60325 Frankfurt 
 
Martin-Luther-King-Haus 
Henriette-Fürth-Straße 2 
60529 Frankfurt 
 
www.ev-
studentenwohnheime.de 
 

 

If you already have housing but find it unsuitable to your needs or just want to shift next semester, 
please immediately select a place and put yourself on the waiting-list. Talk to all your peers and friends 
as word-of-mouth is one of the most effective ways! 

As some student dormitories only offer rental agreements for twelve months, it is important to plan 
ahead, especially considering the last few months of the agreement may coincide with the 
preparations for the Qualifying Examinations.  

Upon Arrival: Register your Place of Residence 
After having arrived in Germany, you must register at the Residence Registration Office (Anmeldeamt, 
Bürgerbüro or Bürgeramt) of your city of residence within a period of two weeks. You will need to fill 
a form and to present your passport and a “Wohnungsgeberbestätigung” (confirmation of residence) 
from your landlord. Please keep a copy of the registration confirmation with you as this serves as proof 
of address (for example, this will be needed when you open a bank account). Please also note that you 
must repeat that step anytime you change your place of residence. 

The Bürgerbüro is responsible for: registration, deregistration, transfer of registration, residence 
permits, verification, vehicle registration permits, certificates of good conduct, and pet registration 
(yes, you must register your pet). 

Click here for a list of the offices where you can register in Frankfurt (on the right side of the site). You 
can use the same website to make an appointment for your registration. 

Check the website of the local government for the same information if you are living in a city different 
than Frankfurt. 

Next Step: Apply for your Residence Permit 
The Immigration Office is responsible for the registration and administration of foreign citizens in 
Germany. After the residence registration (at least 7 days after), non-EU students must register with 
the Immigration Office (Ausländerbehörde) of your city of residence in order to obtain your residence 
permit. Click here to visit the website of the office responsible for Frankfurt, or search on internet for 
information about the office of your city of residence. Please note that as absurd as it may seem, 
normally the employees at the Immigration Offices cannot speak English, and German is the official 
language at public offices. It will be wise to bring a friend who can translate for you if your level of 
German is not enough to complete the process without help. 

https://www.swffm.de/en/accommodation/general-information
https://www.swffm.de/en/accommodation/general-information
http://www.bauverein-frankfurt.de/
http://www.ev-studentenwohnheime.de/
http://www.ev-studentenwohnheime.de/
https://frankfurt.de/service-und-rathaus/verwaltung/aemter-und-institutionen/buergeramt-statistik-und-wahlen/buergeraemter
https://tempus-termine.com/termine/index.php?anlagennr=3
https://frankfurt.de/auslaenderangelegenheiten/
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Please make sure that you have the following documents with you (original and one copy): 
application for foreign residency, passport, at least 2 passport size biometric photos, rental contract, 
proof of health insurance, letter of admission to the GSEFM, proof of sufficient finances, and €100- 
130 for fees, depending on your specific case. 

Goethe University offers support to Ph.D. international students for their registration at the 
Immigration Office. Please contact the Student Services Office for more information. 

Health Insurance 
German law on health insurance (SGB V) requires that every student has a valid health insurance 
covering medical treatment and hospital costs in case of illness. Health insurance companies offer a 
standard special student coverage which at present runs approximately €80 per month (for students 
under 30 years). 

Given that Goethe University is a state-funded institution, we cannot recommend any particular 
supplier and urge you to shop around. 

Bank Accounts 
A bank account will be necessary for authorizing automatic withdrawal for regular payments such as 
rent, phone bills, etc. Most banks offer a free checking account (Girokonto) for students, so make sure 
to show your student enrollment confirmation.  

When opening a bank account in Germany, you should show your passport, residence registration 
confirmation, letter of admission, and enrollment confirmation.  

 

Information on employment  
Whether as a research assistant or an industrial production assistant: many students choose to work 
during their studies. 

But while students from the European Union (EU) or European Economic Area (EEA) have free access to 
the German job market, international students from other countries need a permit from the Agentur für 
Arbeit (Federal Employment Agency) and the Ausländerbehörde (foreigners' authority) if they want to 
work more than 120 full or 240 half days per year, which is the regular time allowed with a student visa. 
The issuance of this work permit largely depends on the condition of the local job market. No time limits 
apply for work as a research assistant, though the Ausländerbehörde still needs to be informed. In 
addition, international students from outside the EU or EEA are not permitted to work in a self-employed 
or freelance capacity.  

Earnings depend heavily on experience, the sector and the regional employment situation. Students can 
can hold a mini-job and earn €520 per month without paying taxes. If you work more than 20 hours a 
week, you not only risk your course performance, you generally also have to pay health, unemployment 
and nursing care insurance. 

It is essential that you comply with labour laws for international students. Your residence permit might 
be revoked if you break these laws. Please contact International Sozial at Goethe University, or check the 
DAAD website for more information.  

https://www.goethe-university-frankfurt.de/124814051/Right_of_Residence___Qualified_Statement?locale=en
https://www.study-in-germany.de/en/plan-your-stay/working-while-studying/part-time-job_71027.php
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Internal Job Market 
The GSEFM offers a job portal site to its students. Job offers suitable for GSEFM program students are 
collected and updated on the internal job market on a regular basis. You may check here for job offers 
from the three participating universities as well as occasional external positions and scholarships. Here 
you will generally find research assistant, teaching assistant, and student assistant jobs. 

 

Goethe University 

 

Goethe University is among the top international research universities. It offers a wide variety of 
academic programs, a diverse group of research institutions, and a focus on interdisciplinary 
approaches to solving complex problems. The university is named after Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, 
the Frankfurt-born polymath renowned for his exceptional contributions to literature, science, and 
philosophy. 

Founded in 1914 with private funding and inspired by the legacy of the European Enlightenment, 
Goethe University stands out as a pioneering “citizens’ university” and the history of the university is 
one of openness and public participation. Today, Goethe University is one of the few universities in 
Germany that enjoys significant public funding alongside administrative autonomy and the ability to 
create a private endowment. 

As a university with an endowment, a funding model rare in Germany’s system of higher education, 
Goethe University enjoys considerable freedom from state control when it comes to the details of how 
a modern university should be run, including the appointing of professors. The endowment that is 
being built up will be invested specifically in promoting an excellent atmosphere in which to research, 
study, think, and create. 

Situated in Germany’s most cosmopolitan and international city, the university attracts a diverse body 
of students and researchers from around the world. Students at Goethe University benefit from 
studying and living in Frankfurt, the largest financial and trading centre in Europe with plenty of 
opportunities to learn and practice speaking German. 

  

http://www.uni-frankfurt.de/english/about/guhistory/index.html
http://www.uni-frankfurt.de/english/study/campuslife/frankfurt/index.html
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Goethe University has four campuses and 16 faculties: 

Bockenheim  
It is the first and oldest campus of Goethe University. It is located close to the Frankfurt Fair between 
the districts Westend and Bockenheim. It is in the process of being vacated and departments have 
been or will be relocated to either campus Riedberg or Westend. The central, Johann-Christian-
Senckenberg, library is still located there. 

Riedberg 
One of the two new campuses of Goethe University and harbors the faculties of Geosciences and 
Geography, Physics, Biochemistry, Chemistry and Pharmacy as well as the faculty of Biological 
Sciences. As you can see, Campus Riedberg combines all of the Natural Sciences. 

Niederrad  
It consists of a hospital that combines education, research and practice. It hosts the Faculty of Medical 
Sciences. 

Westend  
Goethe University’s newest and most prestigious campus, which is also where the GSEFM is located. 
Its construction began in 2004 and is still ongoing. It hosts the faculties of Law, Economics and Business 
Administration, Social Sciences, Humanities, Educational Sciences, parts of the Psychology and Sports 
Sciences, Geosciences and Geography, and Linguistics, Cultures and Arts. Also the main office of the 
HRZ, the International Office and the University Administration are located on this campus. 
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Frankfurt 

The City 
Frankfurt am Main is a vibrant and 
cosmpolitan city that enjoys a privileged 
position as one of Europe’s leading 
financial centers and home of 
companies such as the German Stock 
Exchange, Frankfurt Airport and Messe 
Frankfurt, as well as various others that 
cooperate with GSEFM. That dynamic 
life, as much as the city’s skyline, 
conform the image that many visitors 
associate with Frankfurt. But the city is much more than that: it is a metropolis of contrasts in which 
skyscrapers combine with medieval architecture, financial businesses with traditional life, ethnic 
Germans with Germans by choice, immigrants and expats. Frankfurt is a green city where you can 
reach almost everything by bike, plenty of bars and restaurants, museums and monuments, locals and 
foreigners.  

 
One city, many faces 

Explore Frankfurt's social and cultural diversity. Walk along 
the Zeil, Frankfurt’s shopping street between Konstablerwache 
and Hauptwache squares (with more than 14.000 passers-by per 
hour). You will not only have chances to shop, drink or eat, but 
will have a glimpse on the local population: from snobbish 
bankers to punks and street musicians, from locals to tourists and 
expats. 

Continue wandering through Biebergasse street, on the right side 
of Hauptwache square, and after 650 meters of stores and 
restaurants you will find the old opera house (Alte Oper) where, 
among many other classical works, took place the premiere of 
Carl Orff's "Carmina Burana" in 1937. 

Leave Hauptwache square on the left side through Roßmarkt 
street (in the picture), and wander through the financial district before entering the Central Station 
district, where peep-show bars and sex shops coexist with international restaurants and hip bars. 
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The River Main: landscape, leisure, culture 

Take a ship tour to Mainz or Aschaffenburg, 
ride a bike along the Main enjoying the 
impressing views of Frankfurt's skyline. 
Drink a beer or Apfelwein (a local variety of 
cider) while you sunbathe on the grass by 
the river. 

Frankfurt has one of the best constellations 
of museums in Germany, and most of them 
are located on both banks of the Main, so step in! Learn about the city in the Historical Museum (in 
the picture), admire Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Asian and European art in 
the Liebig and Staedel museums, modern art in the Schirn or Museum für Moderne Kunst, or explore 
the interactive exhibitions in the museums for Cinema and Communication. 

 
World history around the corner 

The Grüneburg Park and the Westend Campus of Goethe University, two adjacent grounds located a 
few blocks from the city center and the financial district, offer plenty of places related to the history 
of Frankfurt, Europe and the world. 

The Grüneburg Park is adjacent to the Westend Campus, 
and is located on the area once occupied by a mansion 
surrounded by gardens that belonged to the Rothschild 
family until 1935, when it was forcedly transferred to the city 
of Frankfurt under the Nazi dictatorship. The mansion was 
destroyed during an allied air raid in 1944, but some 
remnants are still visible. It hosts a Korean garden and a 
Greek Orthodox church that was built on the ground of the 
old Orangerie of the Rothschild estate. The park is 

an epicentre of local outdoor life, specially during the summer, when people meet to sunbathe, 
perform sports and have picnics. 

Part of the Westend Campus of the Goethe University occupies an area that originally belonged to IG 
Farben, once the world's biggest chemical and pharmaceutical conglomerate, whose researchers 
contributed to the radical development of the branch with discoveries and inventions like the first 
antibiotic and the synthesis of polyurethane. After the eviction of its Jewish shareholders the 
conglomerate developed an organic relation with the Nazi regime, and took active part in the 
implementation of the Holocaust with the fabrication of the Zyklon B gas used in the gas chambers, 
and the exploitation of enslaved workforce in factories installed in the Auschwitz Camp Complex. 



19 
 

Nowadays the IG Farben building hosts classrooms and 
libraries, but it was originally built as headquarters of the 
conglomerate between 1928 and 1930. The building, that 
was the largest office building in Europe until the decade of 
1950, served as headquarters of the Supreme Allied 
Command after World War II, and in 2011 was transferred 
to Goethe University. 

The Westend Campus also hosts the ruins of an ancient ice 
deposit used in a mental hospital demolished in 1928, 
before the construction of the IG Farben headquarters. The 
ruin was found in 2008 and integrated to the building of 
the library of Social Sciences and Pedagogy. It can be seen in the interior of the library. 

 
Red-light and gentrifiers 

The main train station neighborhood, or 
“Bahnhofsviertel” as it is called in German, is small: it 
occupies around half square kilometre between the 
main train station and the financial district. But it is also 
the most culturaly diverse area in the Rhine-Main 
region, since in its cross ways, meet and trade locals, 
commuters and tourists from all around the world. The 

district hosts Frankfurt's red-light district, that extends mostly on both sides of Taunusstrasse (in the 
picture). Beside the occasional Kaiserstrasse farmers market, it also hosts several ethnic supermarkets 
and shops (particularly on the Münchener Strasse). Both streets are also known because its dynamic 
gastronomic scene that combines traditional local or international restaurants (Pakistani, 
Korean, Persian, Chinese, Indian, African among others) with slow-food ones and hip bars.  
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Public Transportation 
There are several ways for you to move around Frankfurt am Main. Frankfurt’s public transportation 
system is one of the biggest and most busy public transportation networks in Germany. 

 
Streetcars are vehicles that run above ground. Their tracks 
are often built into a street so that both streetcars and cars 
share the same road. Their reach is usually limited. 
Streetcars are referred to by a number, e.g, 51, 33, 11. 

 
Strassenbahn (tram) 

 
 

 
S-Bahn (suburban train) 

  

 

 
S-Trains run above and below ground and usually travel 
long distances from outside of Frankfurt to Frankfurt or 
across Frankfurt to other cities. Notice that all trains halt 
at the Frankfurt Central Station (Frankfurt 
Hautpbahnhof). 
S-Trains are referred to by the letter S and a number, e.g. 
S3, S7. 

  

 
U-Bahn (metro) 

U-Trains usually run below ground but occasionally also ride 
above ground. Their reach extends that of a streetcar but stays 
far below the reach of an S-Bahn. 
U-Trains are referred to by the letter U and a number from 1-
9,e.g. U3. 

 

 
Bus 

 

 
Busses can be found everywhere in Frankfurt. The bus lines are 
often connected to train stations. Busses are referred to by a 
number, e.g. 60, 64 or N4 for night busses.                                            x 
 

The public transportation system operates 24/7. Have a look at the website of the Rhine-Main 
transportation network to get precise information about routes, connections and frequencies. 

https://www.rmv.de/c/de/start/
https://www.rmv.de/c/de/start/
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Culture and Sports 
 

Tandem Language Exchange  
http://www.uni-frankfurt.de/43668117/tandem  

The Language Center at Goethe University Frankfurt offers students the chance to practice their 
language skills individually and for free in exchange with a language partner from the university. Where 
possible, you will be introduced to a native speaker of the language you are interested in learning. You 
may then arrange meetings with your language partner at a time and place that is convenient to you 
both. Both language partners have the chance to speak their language and learn from the other. 

To apply for the tandem language exchange, you will need to fill out a registration form found on the 
Language Center’s website. 

 

Language Courses 

http://www.uni-frankfurt.de/43662305/home 

The International Studies and Language Center (Internationale Studien- und Sprachenzentrum) located 
on Campus Bockenheim offers a variety of language courses as well as a computer lab for language 
learning. It also offers both German as a Second Language course and other foreign languages. Goethe 
University students can request access data for the Rosetta Stone platform, useful for learning German 
and other modern languages independently. 

 

University Sports Facilities  
http://web.uni-frankfurt.de/hochschulsport/ 

Goethe University offers a wide variety of sports courses for students for as little as EUR 10 per course. 
There are courses for everything from team sports like Basketball and Volleyball to individual sports 
like inline skating, karate and climbing to dance classes. They also offer excursions in Germany and 
abroad, tournaments, and workshops on diverse issues that include stress management and 
mindfulness.  

The offerings for the Winter term will come out in the beginning of October. Check their website for 
more details. 

  

http://www.uni-frankfurt.de/43668117/tandem
http://www.uni-frankfurt.de/43662305/home
https://www.uni-frankfurt.de/63089451/Rosetta_Stone_Catalyst
http://web.uni-frankfurt.de/hochschulsport/
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Contacts: Student Life and Safety Matters 

  

Problems with WLAN access 

 
Please check this website: 
http://www.rz.uni-frankfurt.de/50948965/W-LAN  
 

Problems with the HRZ-account or stolen/lost 
Goethe Card 

 
HRZ 
HRZ container, Campus Westend 
Telephone: 069 798 77710 
Email: goethecard@rz.uni-frankfurt.de 
 

Problems with fees and re-enrollment 

 
Studierendensekretariat 
PEG building, 1st floor 
Telephone: 069 798 3838 
Email: sli-master@uni-frankfurt.de 
 

Discrimination or Sexualized Violence 

 
Goethe University Antidiscrimination Office 
antidiskriminierungsstelle@uni-frankfurt.de 
 

Critically Dangerous Situations 

 
Instructions about how to proceed: 
https://www.uni-
frankfurt.de/120601624/Hilfen_im_akuten_Notfall 
  

Emergencies 

 
Police  
Telephone: 110 
 
Ambulance 
Telephone: 112 
 
Fire 
Telephone: 112 
 
Poisoning 
Telephone: 06131 19240 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rz.uni-frankfurt.de/50948965/W-LAN
mailto:mailto:goethecard@rz.uni-frankfurt.de
mailto:sli-master@uni-frankfurt.de
mailto:antidiskriminierungsstelle@uni-frankfurt.de
https://www.uni-frankfurt.de/120601624/Hilfen_im_akuten_Notfall
https://www.uni-frankfurt.de/120601624/Hilfen_im_akuten_Notfall
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